
Dear ETS Colleagues –               
September 30, 2014

Greetings to you from Chicago, and Moody Bible Institute!

September for many of us marks the beginning of a new academic year, or the beginning the 
unofficial “church year.” I hope for you that it also serves to remind you to plan to attend the 
annual Midwest Meeting of the Evangelical Theological Society, this coming April 10–11, 
2015 (Friday 7:30 AM – Saturday 1:00 PM), at Moody Bible Institute, in downtown Chicago. 
Once more, we are happy to include among our conference participants and presentations the 
meeting of the Midwest Region of the Evangelical Philosophical Society.

Our conference theme will be The Church and Its Call to Sexual Holiness. To that end, we are 
glad to present an outstanding line-up of plenary speakers to lead our consideration of this 
important issue: Dr. Robert A. Gagnon (Associate Professor of New Testament, Pittsburg 
Theological Seminary) and Dr. Douglas K. Blount (Professor of Theological Studies, Dallas 
Theological Seminary).

This letter also serves as a Call for Papers inviting you to consider presenting your own 
scholarly work, either on the theme of the conference or some other area of biblical or 
theological research. The strength of our regional meetings is very much dependent on the 
quality of the papers presented by our membership. In order to be included in the schedule of 
papers, please send your proposal, including: your credentials, paper title and a several sentences 
to indicate the content of your proposal, to the program chair, Andrew J. Schmutzer 
(andrew.schmutzer@moody.edu). Please send your proposal so that it arrives on or before 
December 15, 2015. Meeting this hard deadline is very important for program preparation.

I’ve been in conversation with Moody Publishers and they are interested in publishing a 
collection of papers on diverse aspects of our theme (The Church and Its Call to Sexual 
Holiness), in order to make this topic of study available for wider use in the Christian community  
and even classroom. I will be helping to pull these together. I will be contacting those presenters 
whose proposal and paper would be most helpful for inclusion in this collection. It’s a worthy 
goal.

Another distinctive component of our annual meeting is our Student Paper Competition. Once 
more this year we will be hosting two student paper competitions: one for students currently 
studying at the undergraduate level, and one for those students currently studying at the graduate 
level. Doctoral students should submit papers in the regular program. Assuming you have 
promising young scholars in your classrooms, please encourage them to submit a paper reflecting 
their very best work for this contest. Our conference vice-chairman, Dr. Brent Sandy, will be 
overseeing this competition – submission details may be found on the Midwest Region page of 
the national ETS website. Contest winners will receive cash and book awards.  All finalists will 
be eligible to receive a travel stipend of up to $200.
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Once more, please plan to join us this coming spring for this stimulating time of theological 
reflection and scholarly interaction. Further conference details, including hotel information, 
conference registration, banquet registration, and other Chicago-area points of interest will be 
posted and updated on the Midwest Region ETS webpage.  

I look forward to welcoming you to our campus and our conference this coming spring. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact me via the information below.

Andrew J. Schmutzer, PhD
2015 Chairman, Midwest ETS
Professor of Biblical Studies

andrew.schmutzer@moody.edu
312-329-4431
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